WHO DO YOU SAY THAT I AM?

THE FUNDAMENTAL QUESTION FOR THE CHRISTIAN MORAL LIFE

I. Introduction: Jesus is the paradigm of the moral life.

II. Revising the Catholic moral tradition
    A.  From natural law to the imitation of Christ.

      1. The preoccupation of the moral manuals: moral actions and sin.

      2. The Reformers keep the moral life integrated with the mysteries of faith.

      3.  Spiritual theology keeps Jesus alive; moral theology becomes a natural law ethics.

      4.  The renewal of moral theology is a covenantal morality of response to the call of 
God. 



a. Moral theology should not be divorced from the theological convictions 



upon which it relies for its intelligibility.



b. An approach with the potential to create dissonance within the Christian 


community.

    B. Moral theology seeks to discern the kind of practices that fit a life loyal to God 


revealed in Jesus.

      1. The Golden Rule has a theocentric quality for the Christian (Matt 7:12).

      2. The Christian vocation is to follow Jesus revealed in the Gospels and kept alive in 


the community of believers formed by them. 

       3. A meditation on “as” from the statement of New Testament ethics: “Love one 


another as I have loved you.” (John 13:34)

III. Presuppositions

      1. The importance of character: “We can see a lot by observing.”
      2. We connect the time of Jesus to our own time by means of the analogical 



imagination.


a. The imagination and moral reasoning.


b. Appreciating the role of metaphors in moral reasoning.


c. Acquire a Christian imagination through spiritual practices.

IV. Who Do You Say I Am?

  A. Jesus is God-with-a-face.

  B. Free and faithful characterizes Jesus as our moral model.

  C. Jesus reveals what it means to be human.

       1. We discover who we are.

        2. We take responsibility for our life.

        3. How we die reveals the meaning of our life.

        4. We live by grace.

V. A Portrait of Discipleship

   A. Imitation is not mimicry.

   B. Accept being accepted. (Matt 3:17: baptism)

   C. Let go of surrogate loves. (Matt 19: 16-30: rich young man).

   D. Proclaiming the reign of divine love.



a. Luke 10: 25-37: be attentive and hospitable


a. Luke 9: 49-50:  power is not for control and exclusion


b. Luke 9: 51-56: seek new opportunities, not revenge



c. John 13: 1-17: service is not domination



d. Cross and resurrection: free and faithful

VI. Conclusion

  A. We are always on the way learning to love with a more inclusive love.

  B. The imitation of Christ is a cooperative adventure within a community of prophets and 
cheerleaders who remember him, celebrate him, and witness to him
  C. Jesus has shown the way; the details are left to us.

