INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES
INTRODUCTION

Degrees Offered
Ph.D./Th.D.

Scholarship in the humanities and human sciences, and particularly in theological and
religious studies, is becoming increasingly interdisciplinary. However, relatively few
scholars are trained in critically articulating the need for or evaluating the success of such
scholarship. Interdisciplinary Studies scholars will be equipped to participate in such
conversations within the academy. The Interdisciplinary Studies program is designed for
students whose interests are so centrally interdisciplinary that they want to develop
critical language to articulate the interdisciplinary shape, implications, and accountabilities
of their work. Many of the Areas of the GTU encourage some form of interdisciplinary work,
but some students find that the disciplines they wish to combine or the extent of their
interdisciplinary scholarship is not suitable for the Area; such students may turn to
Interdisciplinary Studies if they meet the criteria outlined below.

Objectives

IDS students will articulate and critically analyze the model, implications, and
accountabilities of their interdisciplinary work; demonstrate the theoretical and
methodological grounding in each of the disciplines/theories appropriate to the specific
role each discipline/theory plays in their interdisciplinary work; design their programs in
relation to a clear articulation of their specific professional goals; demonstrate the ability
to participate in professional discourse in their field/s in the academy and in the broader
community.

Admissions Requirement

Interdisciplinary Studies applicants must propose in their Statement of Purpose a clearly
framed and academically manageable set of interests and course of study for which there
are faculty resources at the GTU, secondarily supplemented by UC Berkeley. The applicant
must identify at least one discipline represented on the Core Doctoral Faculty as a primary
field. The student's academic advisor will have expertise in that discipline to provide
appropriate guidance as to the content of the student's work. If an appropriate and willing
advisor cannot be identified, IDS will be unable to admit the applicant. Applicants are
strongly encouraged to consult with the IDS Area convener well in advance of application
deadlines so that they can prepare to submit a statement that is appropriately focused and
that fits with the faculty resources of the GTU.

LANGUAGES

IDS requires two languages beyond the student's native language, at least one of which
must be a modern research language. The languages are determined in consultation with
the student's committee and presented to the IDS Area for review and approval.



COURSEWORK

The Area requires that students take IDS 6000 (Seminar on Interdisciplinarity) in their first
fall semester. This seminar introduces students to the theories and vocabulary of
interdisciplinarity, and also provides a context in which they develop and critically
consider the shape of their academic program in light of their career goals and their
distinctive models of interdisciplinarity. Students are also required to consult with their
advisors to identify and take courses that will be necessary for their broad grounding and
the development of their specialized research skills. The normal course load for years one
and two should be in line with the General Protocol of the GTU Doctoral Program (3 three-
unit courses plus 3 units of “Preparation for comps”).

COMPREHENSIVE EXAMINATIONS

IDS comprehensives presuppose a prior grounding in broad disciplines and areas that
comprise the student's interdisciplinarity. The grounding is developed with the student's
initial advisor and in the required Seminar on Interdisciplinarity, and then refined and
approved by the student's comprehensives committee.

The IDS Comprehensive Examinations are a set of four examinations. Two of the examinations
establish the grounding of the student in the literature, issues, and theoretical/methodological
debates in their major fields or sub-fields. The third is an articulation of their interdisciplinary
accountabilities to their fields/sub-fields (sufficient for their doctoral project and for their
professional goals) and of their model of interdisciplinary research. The fourth is a research
paper exemplifying the interdisciplinary scholarship of the student. See the IDS protocol for
more detailed descriptions of these examinations.

DISSERTATION

Area students are expected to meet all general GTU requirements and standards for the
dissertation proposal and the dissertation. Dissertations will be evaluated using the
Dissertation Rubric developed by the Cultural and Historical Studies of Religions Area.

ALLIED FIELD REQUIREMENTS

Students who declare IDS as an Allied Field will be required to take IDS 6000, a 5000-level
or above course to be approved as appropriate to the student's research focus by the Convener
along with a 4-5 page paper on the interdisciplinarity of the course to be reviewed by the IDS
seminar instructor, as well as the third "comprehensive"” (outlined above).



