
LITURGICAL STUDIES 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Degrees Offered 
 
Ph.D./ Th.D. 
 
Objectives 
The doctoral program in Liturgical Studies prepares students to do critical research in the historical 
evolution of Christian rites; to speak and think theologically about Christian ritual practice, both 
historical and contemporary; and to access the ritual strategies involved in particular liturgical 
events and ritual traditions. This will involve both familiarity with major figures, themes, and tasks 
in liturgiology, as well as an array of research skills including a critical use of primary sources, 
textual analysis, and conversance with a range of methods in the disciplines. With these skills, 
students will be prepared to address both the scholarly and pastoral dimensions of Christian 
worship through teaching (university or seminary settings), writing, and/or pastoral leadership, 
serving churches at the local, regional, or national levels. 
 
Admissions Requirements 
In addition to the other GTU requirements for admission, students must hold a master’s degree in 
Liturgical Studies or the equivalent study in another degree program at the master’s level. 
 
LANGUAGE REQUIREMENTS 
Students are expected to demonstrate proficiency in one modern research language (e.g., French, 
German, etc.), other than his or her native language, and in one language of early liturgy (e.g., Latin, 
Greek, Syriac, etc.). In addition, students are expected to show competence in any other language(s) 
necessary for their planned area of specialization. Language requirements should be met early in 
the residence period (and must be completed before the student begins the comprehensive 
examination process) so that the language can be used in course work and research.  
 
COURSEWORK 
Students are required to complete four foundational seminars, which are offered over two-year 
period: Liturgical Methods Proseminar; one seminar in Liturgical History, and the seminar in 
medieval or reformation and modern; the seminar in Liturgical Theology; and the seminar in Ritual 
Studies as Liturgical Studies. Beyond foundational seminars, students are required to develop 
further expertise in at least one of three “interdisciplines” of liturgical studies, as well as to pursue 
work in one or more related disciplines. Therefore, students must: (1) complete additional course 
work in liturgical history, liturgical theology, and/or ritual studies; (2) take further course work in 
their related disciplines. The focus and extent of additional areas of study will be determined in 
consultation with the student’s academic advisor. 
 
Courses frequently offered include: the history/theology of Eucharist; Liturgy of the Hours; 
Christian initiation, rites of the sick, death, and dying; liturgy and culture; liturgical aesthetics; 
sacramental theology; liturgy and architecture; as well as current topics across an ecumenical 
spectrum of worship traditions. 
 
COMPREHENSIVE EXAMINATIONS 
The comprehensive examinations consist of two timed examinations, and two essays. Each of the 
three interdisciplines of Liturgical Studies (liturgical theology, liturgical history, and ritual studies) 



must be the focus of each of the four exams. The student may choose which exam will focus on 
which interdiscipline.  

1. Timed exam based on bibliography produced by the faculty and supplemented by additional 
sources related to the student’s particular focus. This exam will demonstrate: a) familiarity 
with and knowledge of major figures, themes, and tasks in liturgical studies; and b) the fruit 
of a student’s specific research in each area. The student will choose the time frame of the 
exam (either four-hour closed-book or 24-hour take-home exam) and which of the three 
interdisciplines on which it will focus. 

2. A second timed exam as described above, but focused on a different interdiscipline. 
3. A 30-40 page essay demonstrating the student’s in-depth understanding of the remaining 

interdiscipline not focused upon in the two timed exams.  
4. A 30-40 page essay demonstrating integration of the student’s allied field and/or university 

discipline with liturgical studies.   
 
An oral examination will follow covering the required bibliographies; the exams; and the essays 
produced by the student. 
 
DISSERTATION 
Within a few months of successful completion of the comprehensive examinations, the student is 
expected to submit a first draft of their dissertation proposal to the area faculty. 
 
ALLIED FIELD REQUIREMENTS 
Allied field students can complete coursework requirements through one of two options: 
1. Take two courses in the area, focusing on one of three sub-disciplines (liturgical history, 

liturgical theology, ritual studies). OR, 
2. Take the liturgical studies Proseminar (offered each fall term) and one other course from any of 

the sub-disciplines.  
In addition to taking two courses, students must complete the Comprehensive Examination process 
as a part of their particular area through one of two options: 
1. Take a written, closed book examination in liturgical history, liturgical theology, or ritual 

studies. OR,  
2. Write an essay that demonstrates the integration of the student’s area of expertise. This paper 

will be 30-40 pages in length. 
 
 
 


