Rita Sherma

24th Annual
Reading of the Sacred Texts

“The Technology of Transformation: Sacred Texts and the Divine Feminine”

The theology of the Hindu Great Goddess (better understood as God the Mother) is crystalized in
the 5™ century sacred text known as the Devi Mahatmya (the Glorification of the Great Goddess).
It is through this renowned text that the Feminine Deity is conceptualized as both transcendent
and immanent. Despite the compelling clarity of the theological vision of the text, it has rarely
received theological commentary. Why is the Devi Mahatmya rarely engaged as a theological
text? Why are there so few commentaries on it?

February 25, 2016

Reception 6:30 PM
Lecture 7:00PM

Dinner Board Room
Graduate Theological Union
2400 Ridge Road, Berkeley

Sponsored by the
Flora Lamson Hewlett Library

Free and open to the public.

For more information call 510-649-2541.

Rita Sherma is the Director of the Center for Dharma Studies at the GTU. She holds an MA in
Women’s Studies in Religion and a PhD in Theology and Ethics from Claremont Graduate University.
She is the former Swami Vivekananda Professor of Hindu Studies at the University of Southern
California. Dr. Sherma has published five edited volumes, and is the author of the forthcoming
Ecology, Ethics, and Enlightenment: A Hindu Ecotheology of Divine Immanence (2016) and Hindu
Theology: A New Introduction (2016).
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http://cts.vresp.com/c/?GraduateTheologicalU/1f0d26501f/2f1efcd425/b496808604/utm_content=cwoulfe@gtu.edu&utm_source=VerticalResponse&utm_medium=Email&utm_term=&utm_campaign=Hear renowned Historical Jesus scholar John P. Meier
http://themotherhouseofthegoddess.com/2014/01/18/52-goddesses-the-goddess-shakti-mantras-universal-energy/

